
The War Fifty Years Ago

The Confederate Forces In the West Gather For Battle
at Corinth, Miss. General Albert Sidney Johnston
and General P. G. T. Beauregard In Command.
Johnston's Plan of Campaign General U. S. Grant,
With a Federal Force, Under Orders to Attack Cor-
inth First American Balloon Reconnoisance Above
the Firing Line Aeronaut and Two Federal Officers
Ascend 500 Feet at the Siege of Island No. 10 New
Life In the Ram Nerrimac.
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yens n, March -- '.
FIFTY Albert Sidney Johnston

General I'. 0. T. Ileauro-(car- d

were eonccntratlni lurpe
Confederate forces tit Corinth, Miss.
General U. S. (iniht hud Im'oii ordered
to nttnrls Corinth, and n heavy battle
In that vicinity was expected. Grunt's
Victory nt Tort Doiiclson, Trim., lu
IVhriiary. 1WJ. pushed tin; war In the
west rapidly to n crisis. Mutual In-

terest led the oiHislni; armies to nltn
fur Corinth. Ml", The Confederates
had fur months hern nltcinptluu to
keep up II line nloim Hie hnrder of Tt'li
llcssee mill Kentucky loo eMolisllo for
tin fori'i' they had In the Held. Gen-rra- l

Allien Sidney Johnston, the south-I'-

leader, had Imm seen the folly of
It from n military point of view nnd
llie moment the Hue wax broken by
reverses nt Forts Henry and innelou
drew hU army hark to n slimier Hue.

When the citizens of Tennessee saw
the Confederate army vanl-liln- u from
the border and the country ulveti up to
li e Ynnkees ihey turned imaliist John-Ho-

mid deiiiaiided of I'lcsiih-u- t llavls
thill he b letuoved llivls prntilp'ly
tnistvt rod. "If .lolni-dm- i In no ceneral
we have none and may as well stop
the nai rlulu where it Is" He didn't

& b) of lte ronipau.v
A ARMY CAKP

rern.-r- liilil Months liofoie the Issue
.vii n Hint out on the bonier .loluistoii
had llguieil out the pmliibl'liles

He simlled the lay of Hie land and,
rlaeiiu Ids linger upon i.rlnili. n,
"Here li dis'lslvi' ballle will be fought.''

"On to Corinth!"
As sii'Ui. then, ns billle levern's war

rsuted a bnekvvatd step Johnston .a!d

"On lo Corinth!" mid Ihe nrin
J"s, elated the triumph at Ilouelsoa
took up the vviiiehttoid "I'orward to
Corinth!" Cfirlnth was icdlilirj In

n rallioad Junction. Hut

the railroads tapped the east and
Mouth, making rail eommuiili atloiis
from the Mississippi to the Atlantic
Hdiho.ird nnd from the gulf to the Ohio
river. A Confedcrati; army patrolled
Mississippi, ready to rally upon any
threatened To tint foro
north and try to save Teimos.ro would
j to leave Corinth epns,',l on the

west and south, .lohiiston chose to
abandon Tennessee ucelilrate lit
lorlnlh mid. after defeitlug the fed-

eral armies In that legion, try to recov-

er the lost ground.
firutit was on Ihe shelf when Joint-Nto- u

started by n riiuiulaliout road to
tnnrch his troops mil of Tennessee Into
Mississippi, lie had been weighed III

the balances of lieueral llallerk, his
Immediate siiHrlor. mid found want-
ing. Itelleved of command, he waited
for a second chance, (ieneial (',
Hmlth, the hero of Ihe decisive charge
nt DoneKon, had been placed In com-

mand of the troops lu thu Held, mid
uvery regiment and battery lu Ken-

tucky and Teiinesseis' was marching
Kouth, up Tennessee river, In the di-

rection of Corinth Oraut that hu
would serve under Kinllh as readily
nnd as faithfully ns Smith had served
under 1)1 in. He hud it high opinion of
! dth'a abilities and rnufessed that he

ii thought tbey might Im rosier
than ids own. rBmltb wiu a character
in the iiiuy., It waa of him that fiber-ma-

niiW"the remark, "Had Smith
, lived nrant would never have been

heard of after Donelaon." nut Smith'
death waa sot needed to make way for

(Irnnt In n second chance, llnllcok
IhoiKht better of his net Ion, and (irnnt
was frittered to command on the 17th
of March, when the larger part of tho
army wns cnenmped alone the Tonne,
sec nboiit twenty tulles from Corinth.

Johnston's Bold Flan of Battle.
JntinMon had scored Hie first tmlnt In

III" to he played In front of Cor
Itilh by tinlllnu liU own troop, which
had eluded the enemy In Ui'tlllik' out of
'rentii'ssre, with the Mississippi army
under llouiircuard, He could hip any
sluul.. army the Federals had In the
Meld ill Ihe time llil union look place.
The iplcsllou lo be solved was to
k'et ul Iheeiieiny'M Mcallered troops and
smash them In detail This question
Hailed; hud made easy by rushing
.Smith's coliituu forward toward Cor-

inth while Ihe supporting column un-

der General I loll I'ailos Ittlell was toll-Int- ;

foi ward In lb" same direction from

Itiu Itevleiv
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lis ramps In central Tennessee.
Wle-- ( Irani reached Ihe front nt Sa-

vannah, Tcuti., Ihlrty-lwi- i miles from
Corinth, on the Tennessee river, llm
(roups nt hand consisted of the Army
of Ihe Tennessee. Theie weie live di-

visions, led by l.ew Wallace, W. II. I..
Wulli W. T. Slienu.ui. W. II. Hurl- -

hurt mid . I A Mh 'Icrnaud. Itwiisihl
aruiy that .lohiiston hoped to smash bo

r iiilfiWIPlii

role the y of the lllilo, HI.IKkl
strong, could reach the bultlelleld.

.lolnisioii's nutlcly iiboiil llie l'ciler-al- s

ulug guulioals on llie rivers to sup-pol- l

tin iiiiii'eiiing of laud troops was
tint without reason About March
tleauregard had m'hi a baltrry to take
position on high ground overlooking
I'iltsburg (.milling, on the Tennessee
river ulno miles above Savannah am)
tvvciiiy-thre- miles from Corinth Two
l'seral guuboals. the Tyler and the
l.oxlugtoii, which had been with (iraiit
at I'iiii Henry, steamed up one day
mid drove the baltiiry away. The
boats then patrolled the river, mid
Oram's Hrst step on reaching Savan-
nah was to order the Army of the Ten-msse- e

to I'ltlshurg Landing. He did
hot move his own headipi.irters there,
hut remained nt Savannah, nwaltlug
the arrival of lluell.

A Balloon Scont.
The last week lu March, imt',

uu on the scene of
hostilities t lien unparalleled lu war In
America. This was a balloon recon-
naissance lu the lighting 7.omi at Is-

land No. ID. In the Mississippi river.
After the Coufislerale evacuation of

New Madrid on March II, which tien-era- l
John 1'opo had forced by blockad-

ing the river twelve miles below, the
Confederate forces their forti-
fied positions on Island No. ID and
the eastern shore of the Mississippi,
where they were cut off by Impassable
swamps on the laud side. The only
way open for them lo obtain supplies
or to efTis't a retreat was by the river
ninth of Island No. lu. Tope, with an
trmy of 20,00ti men, was on the west-r- n

side of the river below the Island.
!t was his Intention to cross the river
jnd attack from below, but hu could
Dot safely do tills without the aid of a
gunboat In sllencp the enemy's n

opisjslte mid protect bis army
In crosnlng.

Evidently things were at a deadlock.
About this time lb Federal itovern-men- t

had secured the service of John
Btetner. an aeronaut of repute, to op-

erate with the balloon Eagle In tbe

west. With bis outfit be reached the
leadipmrters of ColonM N. I. Unfold,
;nmtiiiiiuler of tbo Federal troops neu-
rit tin- - bcslescd Islund on March 'j:t.

jl'lie weather wan foi;u.v for two days,
hut liu ascended on the '.'.'III. having
In tliu basket with him Colonel 1 Cti -

jford nnd Captain II. K. Ma.vnn.dler.
tUu titllcct In cluiruc of the ttiortnr

! boats. The scene whlih these balloon
rrows looked d.iwu Upon was both le
turcsiiiiu and thrilling.

I Wllhtti a radius of elulit miles from
.flic Wand the Mississippi crosses tbe
I boundary line of Kentucky nnd Ten-ncsse- c

three times, running on nlmost
jittery dnt of the rumpus. On tbe
bluffs a chilli) of forts had been built
pleiidlnK for four miles along the
crescent formed shore. Hark of these
Ihe tenlH of the Infantry formed n Inn
trip of white on the brown earth.

I
And there lay Ihe Island In the lower
corner of the rrereiit. with tho aide

'fronting tho Missouri shore lined with
Confederate ordnance, so trained that

the artillery on the opimsltr shore
almost every point on the river be-

lt ween the Hum! and the Missouri
hank ronld be reached at onoo by all
the enemy's hallcrlcs.

Above the Firing Line.
While- Captnln Stelner piloted the

machine Colonel lluford studied as
lest he ronld In the variable mist
prevailing the location of the strong
est Confederate laud defenses. Cap-lai- n

Maynndler riveted his nttentlon
upon the 'jtNt pound shells which the
mortar boats continued throwing,
while the balloon nroso to the height

'of r.im feet and discovered that the;
nearly nlwnys passed far over the tnr-'ge- l

before they dropped or burst, no
'that Ihe execution by this method
i was not worth the ouler, A mortar
shell Is hoisted Into the nlr by lis
charge mid Is Intended to drop nlmost
vertically from n great height nnd ex-

plode while falling. Owing to an Im-

perfect elevation of the luilr.les of
the mortars nnd too heavy charges of
powder the shells overshot the mark.
This error was promptly remedied by
Hie gunners, nnd next day Captnln
Mn.v liadler again til observations
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from the sky and saw iliat the shells
dropped III the Confederate Works,
llovvi-ver- , Ihe net result of the bal- -

loon r iiiiolssan.-- was to convince
both the army and the navy that the
reduction of the Confederate works
by mortar shells alone would be a
tedious process.

Oeueral I'ope urged Flag Ollleer
Pooto to semi down u gunUm! past
Ihe enemy's batteries on the Island
nt nlghl. A council of naval oillcers
held on the ".Mb decided against the
hazardous undertaking, but Comman-
der Henry Wnlke declared thai he
was willing to make the attempt In
the Ironclad Cnroudelet. Consent was
given on the liuth, mid Ihe ship

for tho ordeal, The activities
of the Federal gunboat llotlllu were
Rt this stage the subject for Joking
timing army oillcers, one of whom re-

marked that the navy was el i Icily oc-

cupied lu "hnnibardlng the whole state
of Tennessee nt long range." The n

Fugle was part of the equipment
of the balloon corps of the Army of
the Potomac, which Professor T. S. C,
I.owu had orgunlcd. It was taken
west lit tbe request of Flag Ollleer
Funic.

Other Events of the Week.
March I'D a heavy skirmish eudlng

In a draw was fought at Apache cun-yo-

New Mexico, between Colonel J.
P. Slough's Federal cavalry nnd a
fnrco of mounted Texmis.

A second battle between Hrlossnn's
Monitor and the Confederate ram Vir-
ginia, or Merrlmnc, In Hampton Heads
was expected. Captain Joslah Tat
nail, noted for bis services In the oh!
United States navy, had been appoint
ed eonimnnder of the ram.

March President Davis sent a
message to congress nt Itlchmond rec-
ommending conscript Ion of all citizens
of Ihe Confederate Stales tho
aires of eighteen and thirty-fiv- for
military service. Union City. Tenn..
an Important lnt on thu Mobile nnd
Ohio ralli-'ii- d nnd tho future line of
army operations, was aelzed by Fed-
eral cnvalr.
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nmuV over
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will give (iood Wear as well as present a
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IIIIKOOS. MO

orrics i csruiis i.s mr mooiii hi.ock

and Loans.

Transfers fur week ciullng .lime lo.
IIU'J:

U'AllltANTV IIHKIIs,

lio.vC Kiitikul In Daniel IvlltiKel,

Add. tin-g- ull

til-V-l

W S 'viuulexeiiler tti F T Vande.
Neuter, lauds In it. ill, :s ,".un

llcrllia Wakely et al to Marlon
o (i

Miiltlaml HU
llclircva I'lillcllct al It X: )

II II Cu, tract In I".!. .Vi. .17 .VHI

Transfers fur riulliiK .ItuiuS,
luiL':

W.ltltA.T IHIKItS.
Nancy K llalucs to I'IiiicImi

Shields, 1 uu, Im I, ti:,
;i; MM) Ihl

Tims (' Slicpraid to Laura
Miles, s J lot IT, lilock ill.
MM (".v IM Co's.Mld llHI III)

Kiiiina (iilllhuus lu William
CiltllllUI, lots II. II, lo,
lilock L', (J V V Ailil.
1'ialK Mill IN)

Mill la I. I tunny to llcrllia N

Tliouiisiiu, hits I, I, lilm'k
1, Mound Cll.v L'.llHI (Ml

Win I. Cation to UU'lianl W

(iraliani, lots 111, III, block
is. Cliiililiitf's Add, Hlclnu 1,17.'. ini

Itniile M WalMin et al lo
W S llciiluin. f 1 lots I, I,

ii lot .". lilock Ii, Orison.. :t,M io ih)

Carile Itolierls ul al to lolin
llsley, w sU 1 uu J J7, tl.1,

Hi I, UNI no

Marlon It A relief el al to
Marlon Archer, lots '.'.I, '.'I,

block I, Add Malt land I III (HI

AIIMINIsflt Allllt's DKKII.

Iteiilii'ii I. Carson lo liolierl
A Kinikul, .'lit acres in uu
I. 7,(10, :is -Ml' .'u

oi'auihan'h iu:ki.
Virgin A .lai'kson, li.v (lilni,

to Henry T Floyd, tract In
sv I, an, ill, :i7 00

l'IT-n.AI- 1IKKIIS.

.lonas A Krutur to C A Kul-l(K-

lots Ii, 1L', block 1, ii &

V Add, Craltf I (HI

.lonatlian Culp to Oandacu I.
Ciilp, tract In sv I mi,
:i7 1 no

Margaret McCoy to W S

Thomson, uu so . m, :. 1 IH)

Chas (' Mooru ut al to Fred
Law renei), uu ws IL', Hi', 'M. . 1 00

Jatiu-- s II I'ayiie to Mettle M

l'aynu, W feci u sldu lol 7,

block 7, and cascinetit lu
Hold bl(l(?, Ort'Kon .. 1 110

Nathaniel (i lloylcs to Man-rln- t;

A Hearing, s i uw se
'it, til, :w, Kx 4 a in so cor
ner l'HI M
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MER. CO., 8

hit' of six rooms, wood slu-i- l and coal
somu
ourt

Property for Sale!
No. L. Consists of lii) acres, about one-hal- f tulle southwest from city lim-

its of Mrcnon: I us a splendid new iIwuIIIiik of live rooms, tood barn
and other out IiiiIIiIIiiks, also a brand new cemetil cave, J cisterns and
waler In branch usually. Plenty of fruit. Local til uu one of thu
best roads leading into the city. Price, l.ss).

Noil. Consists of a farm of lun acres: nood fences and plentv of water,
tiood house and barn and other oinhulldhins: located about four
tulles northwest of ( (recoil and about Ihe saiuu distance northeast,
of Forest City. This farm has plenty of fruit and is a khhI home.
Price, Iimi per acre.

No. ti. Is a little farm of.M acres, located one-hai- r mile northeast of Forest
Cll.v school bulldhii;: lias dwelling of four rooms, barn ItW'.'l. built
lido: smoke house and ehlcl.cn houses, a nood well of water and two
cisterns. PrlOu. tltHi per aero.

No. IL'. Is a rami of no acres located near lllclivllle. I.l acres In cull Iva'l Ion,
Including ui ases. Ilalance lu timber, --'n acres wa tlhl and two
wires around the forty acres.

No. 11 Consists of a ureal SWAP or SKLL proposition on a lisi-acr- e farm
In Swisher county. Texas, and within It miles of Krlss. where there
Is a church and school. J7 acres lu cultivation and producing Hue,
Hi acres In wheal and looking uood, house in nood condi-
tion. Ilarn lor s head of work horses. Well, windmill, lank and
supply tank. Fenced and cross-fence- d and also a corral. All Hut
laud can bo farmed. I'rlce HO.ikiu. Has uiortuauu of .i,ihi and will
trade equity for uood produclnc properly In Missouri, lint would
rather soil. Tills farm is owned hy two hrolheis, one of whnm Is a
minister acllvely lu the work. The ol her one Is mi situated that hu
cannot iiioh- - onto this (arm, and hence this low price.

No. lo. A nice little farm of 'JO aces, located n( miles southeast of Oregon,
and 4 miles from Forbes. 1'iact Icallv no waste laud and not hilly.
I iood house, hen house, smoke house, cave, hut; sheds and
barn room for I horses, easily ariaiiued to hold s. Splendid well,
also sprlti". and iiiuiiiuir water: :ton licarhm KPI'lc trees. I.'si buddeil
peacii trees. One-fourt- h mile to school, three-fourlh- s mile lo coun-
try ahurch. Write or call if Ifteresleil, 11 will hu priced lo sell.

City Property.
No. I. Has ilwellltu; of s rooms, besides halls and closets, Two level lots

- thu vacant lot behu; suitable for bulldlnu' purposes. Located 1

blocks west of court house .square I'rlce, ;i,)no,

No.'--'. Is a one-stor- y ilwollhm of .1 rooms, '.' closets, hall screened lu poich,
cement Moor and uood cave, with entrance liom Inside, of notch.
Dwelllii)! in uood repair inside and out. Plenty of fruit of all kinds.
Itaru for team, cow and lious Chicken house and lot, lluuuv shud.
Two lots in uood location and cheap al L',7oO.

No. o. Is a frame six-roo- house with basement, small stable and
other out hulldiuus. Plenty of cistern water. New cement walk
alonu east side. Located lu a splendid iieluhborhood, ' blocks rrom
court hotisi) spiare. Price tl.OiNi,

No. il. Is a one-stor- y house consist
house. Hani. 1' splendhl cisterns never drv -- one lot with
fruit on same. This dwellluu Is situated within i blocks of n
house and in uood repair.

No. 7. Has 4 rooms and 1 closet, summer kitchen, smoke and wood house,
cistern, city water, some small fruit. Is located In a splendid
neluhlKirlmod, and has two level lots, Seu me. for price. At pres-
ent have, two rooms in tills dwelling to rent to small family.

No. S. Oood dwelling' with basement. One room built one vcar auo.
New front porch, new roof and miller, housu and roof well painted,
uooi cistern and pump: uood barn, room for ;i horses and huuuy
small crib and horse lot: uod chicken lot, with hen house: peaches
nluins, lilacklM'rrles. strawlierrles. cherries: four uood lots, about 21
In alfalfa. ill make you a uuisi prlcn on llils if sold soon.

1 am prepared to make you a loan on jour farm al ii per ecu I annualInterest with a reasonable commission. Or, If you have Idle money
1 will place It. for you on uood security and at a uood rate of Interest .
See me for any of above business.

Yours,

It. O. BENTON,
OREGON, MO.
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